
 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Literacy and Numeracy Catch-up Premium 
2017/18 and 2018/19 

 
The Literacy and Numeracy catch-up premium gives schools additional funding to support 
Year 7 students who did not achieve a scaled score of 100 in reading and/or maths at the end 
of Key Stage 2. Schools decide how this additional funding should be spent to best support 
the boosting of these young people’s progress. 

In 2017/18, the additional funding was approximately £500 per pupil. 

This academic year (2017/18), 31 students qualified for catch-up premium funding. Therefore, 
the total funding was £15,577 

The impact Catch-up Premium had in 2017/18 

31 students were eligible for the funding. Each received £500, giving a total of £15,500. We 
provided a range of literacy and numeracy interventions and resources which were allocated 
appropriately to the needs of individual students. 

Intervention began with each student completing a reading age test prior to entry in Year 7 or 
in the first two weeks of entry. These reading age scores highlighted any key areas of 
intervention needed. Students who were below the school’s reading age pledge of 10.5 were 
taken out of form time and worked in very small groups with the schools literacy coordinator 
and/or the Librarian. Part of the librarian’s timetable is used to work with these catch-up 
students to improve their literacy levels. Part of the funding also went towards the use of 
Literacy Leaders from Year 10 who work with them in a weekly 1-1 session.  

Form book boxes are purchased from the literacy budget for every form group in Years 7-10. 
The additional catch up funding allowed us to identify key texts which can be assessed by 
these students.  

Students with the lowest scores both in the KS2 tests and the internal assessments worked 
with the SENDCO. The school has invested in IDL for both Literacy and Numeracy intervention 
and students are withdrawn from lessons in order to work on this recognised programme in 
order to improve their skills. Their numeracy is tested by regular assessments within the 
programme.  



Students are regularly tested to identify those who are making the required progress and 
achieving the reading age of 10.5 by the end of year 7. At the end of 2017/18 96% of our Year 
7 cohort had achieved the reading age of 10.5.   

Part of the catch-up funding was also used to purchase texts for these identified students from 
the ‘Book Buzz scheme’. This allows the school to buy each student a book of their choice to 
start them off on the love of reading journey which the school promotes.  

Our school was also part of a pilot reading programme called Grow@KS3 working in 
partnership with Barlow Moor Primary School in Chorlton. This promoted inference skills to 
engage and improve the reading of our students. The Literacy coordinator led on this and 
conducted whole school training for all teaching staff. This is targeted intervention for the catch 
up students.  

Nurture 
Part of the catch-up funding for eligible students is used for those who also qualify for our 
Nurture Programme. This kitemarked programme is part of the selected student’s timetable 
and is used to boost their self-esteem whilst also improving their Literacy and Numeracy. This 
is run by two Teaching Assistants and is in a very small group setting. In 2017/18 all eligible 
Year 7 students who started the nurture programme used texts purchased from the catch-up 
funding. This also aided in their achievement of the reading age pledge. 

Throughout the year, 90% of the students made an average of 10 months progress in their 
reading ages. Some made substantially more.  

In 2018/19 the allocated catch-up funding is: 16,093, 32 students are eligible for the funding.  

Maths Interventions 
IDL will continue to be used in a very small group setting with those students who have the 
lowest KS2 scores.  

Literacy Intervention 
Their reading ages will be checked and very closely monitored by the Literacy Coordinator 
and the Librarian under the leadership of the Raising standards leader. We will continue with 
the small group form intervention and this is to be extended into more frequent withdrawal 
from identified lessons in order to ensure that students make even better progress. Records 
of progress are closely monitored and this will continue to be regularly shared with staff in 
order to inform teaching.  

The inference programme is now firmly embedded for the less able in year 7. Catch up funding 
has also been used to allow English staff to work with the local primary schools to develop 
initiatives to boost the progress of the catch up students. This training is then used to train 
other members of staff working with these students 

Our Literacy Awards Evening, which takes place in June each year, is partly funded by the 
catch-up funding, for those eligible students, to raise awareness of their success with their 
literacy. The prizes awarded, which are signed copies of the guest author’s books, are used 
to ensure that this love of reading and the progress made continues into Year 8.  


