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Dear parents/carers

These are very exciting times for our Year 9 students. In September 2021 they will move on to the fi nal 
stage of their secondary education, and are now being asked to make choices about the courses they 
will study throughout Key Stage 4 (Years 10-11). 

Your child will be given this booklet which lists all the subjects available in Key Stage 4 and a form
identifying the learning pathways they will follow. This booklet and form will be given out before school 
closes for the February half term, and your child will be asked to select their Pathway Subject Choices
by Monday 22 March 2021 after consulting with you fi rst. 

The core curriculum of English, Maths, Science and PE must be studied by all students. The Pathway
Subject Choices are then vitally important and should ensure that each individual learner is able to 
achieve their personal best.

The majority of students are advised to follow the English Baccalaureate (EBacc) pathway. This is an 
extra measure of academic excellence that was introduced in September 2010 and is for students
identifi ed as having the ability to achieve well in a language (either French, Mandarin or Spanish) and a 
Humanities subject (either Geography or History). We strongly recommend that students identifi ed as 
having the ability follow the EBacc pathway.

Students not on the EBacc pathway will still have to choose at least one subject from; French, Mandarin, 
Spanish, Geography or History. This ensures they are studying a good balance of academic subjects 
which are included in their progress measures at the end of Year 11.

Please make use of our ‘Virtual Year 9 Pathways Evening’ to fi nd out more about all of the subjects 
which we offer for your child. Staff will also be available to answer any questions which you may have 
about any aspect of the whole process of selecting the best subjects to study via our new School Cloud
system. Information is also available on our school website. 

Yours faithfully,

Mr S Fletcher, Deputy Headteacher                         Mrs F Fagan, Assistant Headteacher
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Where can I get information about Pathway Choices?
In order to make sound choices, students must be well informed.

Information can be obtained from a variety of sources: 

1.  Subject staff are happy to tell students as much as they need to know about GCSE courses in their 
 departments. Heads of Subject will be able to advise at the Year 9 Virtual Pathway Choices Evening. 
 Videos from each department with information on Key Stage 4 courses will be available via
 Google Classroom.

2. Mr Sloan, Form Tutors, Mr Harrison and Mrs Howarth are always willing to discuss plans and any  
 problems  an individual may be experiencing. 

3. Mrs Loughnan, our Careers Adviser, is on hand to offer advice. Her contact details are: 
 07342 888 364 between 8am-4pm (Tuesdays only).

4. Employers and employees will often willingly discuss subject choices with young people.

A commitment to study is essential to success. This means hard work in school and at home. 
Students can expect an increased homework load during these two important years. All courses 
have substantial elements of preparation work to be done at home too.

Good attendance at school is also vital to this success. It is also something that employers will ask 
about in a reference.

PATHWAY CHOICES CALENDAR

Calendar of Key Dates 2021

Wednesday 24 February Year 9 Virtual Pathway Choices Evening, 4:30-6:30pm 
(delivered via SchoolCloud - more information to follow)

Thursday 11 March Year 9 Virtual Parents’ Evening 
(delivered via telephone calls from your child’s Form Tutor)

Week 15-19 March

Pathway Choices Guidance Individual Appointments 
opportunity for parents/carers and students to discuss 
their choices with either a Senior Teacher, Director of 
Learning or a member of our Year 9 team 
(these will take place via telephone if still in lockdown)

Monday 22 March
Deadline to submit completed Pathway Choices Form
(you must either post to school for the attention of Mrs 
Fagan or email to: felicity.fagan@coopacademies.co.uk

Summer Term All students will be informed of their final Pathway Choices
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PATHWAY CHOICES

Pathway One : EBacc Pathway

French, Spanish or Mandarin

+

History or Geography

+
TWO 

additional subjects

Pathway Two : Open Pathway

French, Spanish, Mandarin,
Geography or History

+
THREE 

additional subjects

The ‘CORE’ Subjects  =  Courses EVERY student follows
All students will study: English Language English Literature Mathematics 
    A Science Course (guidance on choice from Science teachers) 
    Physical Education (non-examination)
All students will follow courses in the subjects above: the format and type of assessment and 
qualification to be awarded in each subject will depend on the learning preferences of students. 
Details can be found in the individual subject areas later in this booklet.

CORE SUBJECTS 

(English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, a Science and Physical Education)

Pathway One : The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) Pathway 
This is for students who have been identified as having ability for high achievement in French, Spanish 
or Mandarin. These students will include History or Geography as ONE of their pathway choices, and 
will have free choice of TWO other subjects. 
• All students will study French, Spanish or Mandarin.
• Students will study either History or Geography.
• Students may study both History and Geography by selecting them in different subject blocks.

Pathway Two : The Open Pathway 
This is for students who have been identified as having an ability for high achievement in subjects 
outside the EBacc pathway. These students will need to choose ONE subject from French, Spanish, 
Mandarin, Geography or History then select THREE more subjects of their choice.
• French, Spanish, Mandarin, History and/or Geography can be included in the subject choices.
Please note:  All students must choose a reserve subject in case they are not allocated their first choice.
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NEXT STEPS

Some do’s and don’ts when making your subject choices: 
• Do consider subjects that you enjoy and you are interested in, you’re more likely to succeed in 
 these subjects.
• Do ask for advice from your teachers - you will be able to find out what the course involves.
• Do start to consider your career choice. Our careers advisor in school is available to talk to you.
• Do discuss your subject choices with your parents.
• Don’t choose a subject because you like a particular teacher; you are likely to have a different 
 member of staff in Key Stage 4.
• Don’t choose a subject because you think it is easy, all subjects are more difficult at Key Stage 4.
• Don’t choose a subject because your friends have chosen it. You are unlikely to be in the same group 
 as your friends as the grouping is different in Key Stage 4.

What now? You need to do the following:  
1. Understand 
 • Read this booklet and listen to advice from teachers, parents and other advisors .
 • Work out where you have a choice and where you don’t .
 • Work out how long you have to decide.
 • Who will be able to help you.

2. Find out the facts 
 • Are there any subjects that you need to find out more about? 
  Read the information in this booklet and ask subject teachers .
 • What are you good at?
 • What type of assessment is there in the subjects that you like? 
 • Do you understand the difference between controlled assessment and final examination?

3. Think of the future 
 • Think about your career choice and any route you will need to take.

4. Make the decisions 
 • Have you consulted everyone?
 • Have you made your choices? 
 • Are you happy with the choices that you have made?

5. Fill in the gap 
 • Fill in your choices on the Pathway Choices Form and get it signed by your parent/carer .
 • Return to your completed form by Monday 22 March (you must either post to school for the 
  attention of Mrs Fagan or email to: felicity.fagan@coopacademies.co.uk

Please read on through this booklet to find out more detail about each subject. 
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In Art and Design we ask our students for a tremendous amount of commitment.
In return we offer all our students an excellent and thriving learning environment,
where opportunities and experiences are at the forefront for all students. If you choose Art and Design 
you will study art from a variety of cultures, different contexts and genres.

Projects currently being taught are:
• The Figure
• Architecture
• Abstract - natural forms 
• Still-life

We take pride in the types of materials,
processes and differing approaches to the
projects that we offer such as:
• Drawing with different materials
• 3D sculpture and mark making
• Painting and mixed media
• Ceramics
• Print making 
• Installation art 
• Elements of photography

We are fortunate to have three well equipped, large Art rooms, where staff are always available to
discuss work with students at lunchtime and after school.

What kind of skills will you learn in GCSE Art and Design?
Social skills - Creative skills - Research skills - Emotional skills- Communication skills

GCSE Art can lead to careers such as: Animator, Make-Up Artist, Architect, Art Historian, Jewellery,
Designer, Tattoo Artist, Interior Designer, Fashion Designer, Teacher, Set Designer, Interior Decorator, 
Illustration, Media, Marketing and branding, Advertising.

For more information please see Mrs Shuttleworth in our Art department.

In Art and Design we ask our students for a tremendous amount of commitment.
In return we offer all our students an excellent and thriving learning environment,
where opportunities and experiences are at the forefront for all students. If you choose Art and Design 
you will study art from a variety of cultures, different contexts and genres.

Art & Design:GCSE
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BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise
BTEC Tech Award In Enterprise examines all major areas of business activity
and provides students with skills and knowledge that will assist them in their
future careers. BTEC Tech Award In Enterprise also provides a launch pad for
further study in Business, Economics, Commerce and Accounts.

Topics covered include enterprise, business structures, marketing, human resources, finance, accounts 
and production. Some Enterprise lessons are taught in computer suites and students have the chance 
to develop their ICT, data analysis, research, presentational and entrepreneurial skills.

Component 1 : Exploring Enterprises
In this component, you will have the opportunity to develop 
knowledge and understanding of the different types of 
enterprise and their ownership, looking at the characteristics 
of small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and entrepreneurs 
with reasons for levels of success. You will understand the 
importance of having a clear focus on the customer and 
the importance of meeting their needs. Enterprises can 
struggle if they do not carry out market research. It is 
important for you to develop relevant skills in market 
research and to analyse and be able to interpret 
your findings to support your understanding 
of customers and competitors. 

Component 2 : Planning for and Pitching an Enterprise Activity
If you are going to succeed as an entrepreneur or as an innovator in business, you need to have great 
ideas and plan how you are going to put them into practice. Any enterprise needs to plan how it will 
succeed through working out how it can harness physical, financial and human resources – which means 
the skills that you and others bring. An entrepreneur will also have to pitch their ideas to an audience 
in order to secure funding. In this component, you will use the research knowledge gained from 
Component 1 to consider a number of ideas before developing a plan for a realistic micro-enterprise 
activity. You will have the opportunity to plan how best to set up the chosen enterprise and how to fund 
it. You will need to take responsibility for creating and then delivering a pitch for your developed idea 
to an audience using your knowledge of business, and demonstrating entrepreneurial characteristics, 
qualities and skills. In the final part of the component you will use feedback to review your plan 
and pitch for the micro-enterprise activity, reflecting on your plan, your pitch and the skills you 
demonstrated when pitching. Developing your planning and research, presentation, communication 
and self-reflection skills will help you to progress to Level 2 or Level 3 vocational and academic 
qualifications.
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BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise
Component 3: Promotion and Finance for Enterprise 
The performance of an enterprise can be affected by both internal and external factors. To monitor 
and improve an enterprise’s performance, you need to be aware of the impact of these factors and the 
strategies you can use to make the most of opportunities and minimise any threats. In this component, 
you will assess and analyse financial information in an enterprise context to monitor the performance 
of an enterprise and strategies to improve its performance. You will investigate cash flow forecasts and 
statements, exploring the effects that positive and negative cash flow can have on an enterprise, and 
suggesting ways to improve them. You will consider the different elements of the promotional mix in or-
der to be able to identify target markets and put forward strategies that enterprises can use to increase 
their success in the future. You will develop skills in analysing information and giving advice for a spe-
cific purpose, which will support your progression to Level 2 or 3 vocational or academic qualifications.

Assessment
Component 1 : Exploring Enterprises - Internal Assessment (Coursework) 30% of the overall course mark. 
Component 2 : Planning for and Pitching an Enterprise Activity - Internal Assessment (Coursework) 30% 
of the overall course mark.
Component 3 : Promotion and Finance for Enterprise - External examination to be taken in Year 11 - 
40% of the overall course mark.

Resources
Students will use relevant and up to date news articles for discussion and analysis in class. Other useful 
programmes to watch are Newsnight, Dragons Den and The Apprentice. These programmes will help 
students develop their understanding of Business Studies.

Will I be using any particular text books or websites?
There is one recommended text: Pearson, publish their own revision guide for the course which is 
available from school for £3 (half the RRP). There are also many useful websites including:
www.tutor2u.net/ 
www.bbc.co.uk/news/business

For more information please see Mr Sloan or Miss Withers in our Computing/Business department.
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Computer Science : OCR GCSE
Aims of the course:
During this course students will learn to demonstrate and apply their knowledge 
and understanding of the key concepts and principles of Computer Science and 
analyse problems in computational terms, to make reasoned judgements and to design, program, 
evaluate and refine solutions.

Assessment: 
There are THREE assessments during the course, all of which take place in Year 11. These comprise of 
TWO written papers and a programming project over a 20-hour duration.

Each written paper assesses a student’s theoretical understanding and they will answer a mixture of 
multiple choice, short-answer, longer-answer and extended response questions.

Paper 1: Computer Systems –– 50% of the GCSE qualification
1 hour 30 minute written assessment
Paper 1 will include the theory behind Systems Architecture, 
Memory, Storage, Wired and Wireless Networks, Network 
Topologies, Protocols and Layers, System Security, 
System Software and Ethical, Legal, Cultural and 
Environmental concerns.

Paper 2: Computational Thinking, Algorithms & 
Problem Solving – 50% of the GCSE qualification
1 hour 30 minute written assessment
This second written exam will assess student knowledge 
of Algorithms, Programming techniques, Producing robust 
programs, Computational logic, Translators and facilities 
of languages and Data representation.

Programming Project - Formal requirement
20 hour controlled assessment
The programming project consolidates the learning across the specification through practical 
activity and assesses a student’s ability to use the knowledge and skills gained throughout the course to 
solve a practical programming problem. Students will be expected to follow a systematic approach to 
problem solving using a specific skill set. They will be asked to develop a computer program through 
a process that begins with the identification of success criteria, working through to the planning, 
design and development and on to testing and evaluation.
 
For more information please see Miss Hamer in our Technology department.
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Creative Media Products : BTEC
With the new BTEC Tech Award in Creative Media Production, students get
the chance to develop valuable skills and techniques in different disciplines,
produce a practical response to a digital media brief, and explore potential careers in the industry.

As the BTEC Tech Award in Creative Media Production is a practical introduction to life and work in
the industry, students can explore the sector while:
• developing technical skills and techniques
• producing a digital media product in response to a brief
• reviewing and refl ecting on the process and outcome.

The course has two internally assessed components,
and one that’s externally assessed. These components build on
each other to motivate students by helping them put what they’ve
learned into practice and grow in confi dence.

Component 1: Exploring media products (30% of fi nal grade)
During Component 1, students will explore:
• content and purpose of digital media products
• style and the use of digital design principles
• idea generation and the production process
• industry regulations and professional practices.

Component 2: Developing digital media
production skills (30% of fi nal grade)
During Component 2, students will:
• experiment with a variety of media production skills and techniques
• apply the technical skills that they learn
• refl ect on their progress and use of skills, as well as how they could improve.

Component 3: Create a media product in response to a brief (40% of fi nal grade)
To do this, students will:
• learn how to respond to a media brief
• plan their response to the brief
• apply skills and techniques to a production
• justify the process and outcome that they have developed
• refl ect on their application of skills, time management and use of resources.

During Year 9, students will be developing skills to enable them to complete their assessment work 
during Year 10 and 11. They will be honing their skills using graphic software, video/audio editing 
software and web development software.

For more information please see Miss Hamer in our Technology department.
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Design & Technology : GCSE
A career in the design and technology sector is varied and rewarding, with
great job prospects, personal development opportunities and high end salaries
available for the best candidates.

Design and Technology is a subject for students who want to design and make through working in 
wood, metal and plastic as the main materials. The course encourages students to think creatively, to 
use a range of experiences, knowledge and skills to fi nd the best solution to a problem.

Students are able to develop skills using CAD/CAM
(Computer Aided Design/ Computer Aided Manufacture)
with new machinery used in industrial practice (Laser Cutter,
CNC router, etc).

Students produce a design folder detailing research and
the generation and refi nement of ideas into a working
solution. This solution is then made using a range of
materials and then tested by modelling. 

Included in this work will be the opportunity for students
to apply skills, knowledge and understanding from other
subjects, where appropriate, including Art, ICT,
Mathematics and Science.

The syllabus for this course gives students a good
grounding for following on to a more advanced design
course, such as Graphic Design or Product Design. Students
are also able to use our state of the art CAD/CAM suite with
numerous programs to produce the products.

Students learn to work with all the machinery to manufacture a wide variety of projects including;
Product Packaging, Storage Devices, Amplifi er’s and many more.

Students must be aware that this course is not just practical skills. Students are required to sit a two hour 
exam which is worth 50% of the overall grade. They will need to have a good understanding of Maths 
and English to ‘Level 4 standard’.

Students must be able to produce architectural designs such as orthographic, isometric, explosion, 
two-point perspective and other designing skills in both the exam and coursework.

For more information please see Mr Sanderson in our Technology department.
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For more information please see Mrs Speakman in our Performing Arts department.

Drama : GCSE

Edexcel Devising 40% Scripted 
Performance 20%

Bringing Texts 
to Life 40%

Course Structure • Devised performance

• Portfolio

Performance of 
two extracts from a 
published play

• Bringing texts to life

• Live Theatre review

GCSE Drama is aimed at students with a real interest in drama and theatre. 
Students will work practically and creatively through the GCSE course; creating 
performances for live audiences in addition to a final written examination.

The course is divided into 3 components which ensures the progression of knowledge from Key Stage 
3 focussing on a group-devised performance, performing key extracts from a script and critical analysis 
of a set text; from the perspective of a performer, director and designer.

Throughout the course students will be exposed to a wide variety of contrasting plays relating to 
time, genre and playwright, theatre practitioners and styles of performance. Texts are studied from 
the perspective of actor, director, designer and critic.

Students will create and devise provocative, dynamic and cutting edge theatre which stimulates and 
challenges its audiences and develop their knowledge understanding of the historical, social and 
cultural and political contexts of drama and theatre. 

Students will be presented to live performances both within the theatre and via digital formats. Different 
stage layouts will be studied with a view to inspire and motivate students in their own performances 
and designs.

Options are available to focus on theatre design and technical theatre within certain aspects of the 
course. Design elements include the study and technical design of costume, set design, staging, sound, 
lighting and props/stage furniture.

Cognitive (non-routine problem solving, critical thinking), 
interpersonal (communication, relationship-building) 
and intrapersonal (adaptability, self-management) 
skills will be developed and mastered 
throughout the course.
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English/English Literature : GCSE
Our mission, in English, is to help students understand the world around them,
enrich their cultural capital and become discerning users of language.  

GCSE English follows the AQA English Language and English Literature exams and will build upon the 
skills that have been developed during Key Stage 3. Students will study a range of literature including 
poetry, plays and novels both from pre and post 1914 as well as from other cultures.

This involves studying classic writers such as William Shakespeare and Charles Dickens to more modern 
writers such as J.B Priestley. Poetry is studied from the AQA poetry anthology and explores a range of 
ideas centred on the theme of ‘Power and Conflict’.

Why does English matter? 
An English qualification proves to a college or an employer
that you have the capacity to express yourself effectively in a
variety of situations, matching style and response to the audience
and purpose; it also demonstrates your ability to read, understand
and respond to a range of written material; your retrieval skills
and ability to construct and convey meaning in written language,
using both standard and (for literary purposes) non-standard
forms of English.

In other words...English will provide all the skills 
you will need - it is the language of life!

For more information please see Mr Hood in our English department.
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French : GCSE
“One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two languages open every 
door along the way’’ Frank Smith

Completing the course will mark you as a hardworking and employable individual, creating greater 
opportunities for you to work abroad, or for international companies in the UK. French contributes 
to the award of the English Baccalaureate - a key qualification for studying at A-Level and university. 
French is spoken by 280 million people worldwide. Think of all those connections you can make with 
the French speaking world. Fun Fact: Around 45% of modern English words are from French origin! 

The course is structured under FIVE broad themes; 
• Identity and culture 
 Who am I?:  relationships; when I was younger; what my friends and family are like; what makes 
 a good friend; interests; socialising with friends and family; role models. 
 Daily life: customs and everyday life; food and drink; shopping; social media and technology 
 (use of, advantages and disadvantages). 
 Cultural life: celebrations and festivals; reading; music; sport; film and television. 
• Local area, holiday and travel  
 Holidays: preferences; experiences and destinations. 
 Travel and tourist attractions: travel; accommodation; asking for help and dealing with problems; 
 directions; eating out; shopping. 
 Town, region and country: weather; places to see; things to do. 
• School  
 What school is like: school types; school day; subjects; rules and pressures; celebrating success. 
 School activities: school trips; events and exchanges. 
• Future aspirations, study and work  
 Using languages beyond the classroom: forming relationships; travel; employment. 
 Ambitions: further study; volunteering; training. 
 Work: jobs; careers and professions. 
• International and global dimension 
 Bringing the world together: sports events; music events; campaigns and good causes 
 Environmental issues: being ‘green’; access to natural resources

At GCSE you will be assessed across the FOUR key skills which have equal weighting; 
Listening 25%  |  Reading 25%  |  Speaking 25%  |  Writing 25%

You will be expected to; 
• Engage with a range of authentic material and transactional language, providing ‘real life’ context. 
• respond to reading and listening questions in English and in French 
• complete a short translation from, and in to, French 
• complete three tasks in your speaking assessment; a role play, questions based on a picture 
 stimulus, and a conversation 
• respond to questions about an unseen literary text 
• have a sound knowledge of key grammar concepts

We offer a trip to France during the Spring Term, staying in a chateau and visiting historic towns and 
Disneyland Paris, in order to develop language skills in a realistic context.

For more information please see Miss Brocklehurst in our MFL department.
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Geography : GCSE
Course Description 
It allows the opportunity for independent learning giving students a clear 
overall view of the world in the first part of the 21st Century. It allows the 
students to appreciate the ‘awe and wonder’ of the world around them. 
 
Students will study topics for Living with the 
physical environment by looking at
• Challenges of natural hazards
• The living world
• Physical landscape in the UK
 
For the Challenges in the human environment 
section students study
• Urban issues and challenges
• Changing economic world
• Challenges of resource management

How is the course assessed? 
Each student will have to sit THREE external 
exams at the end of year 11. Both the physical and human environment exams are 1 hour 30 minutes. 
The exams will cover the topics mentioned above. 
 
The third paper is 1 hour 15 minutes and this will examine students’ application of the fieldwork they 
have conducted on both human and physical issues. They will also be questioned on skills based on 
pre-released material.

Enrichment Opportunities 
Students must complete fieldwork trips on both human and physical geography.

For more information please see Mrs Schofield or Miss Benson in our Humanities department.
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History : GCSE
The new GCSE in History gives students the opportunity to study a range of 
fascinating topics from British and World history. Students are encouraged to 
develop and extend a variety of key skills including: group work, analysing, 
explaining, researching, questioning and understanding - all skills which 
will benefit pupils beyond the classroom. 
The study of History lends itself to future 
careers in law, teaching, media and journalism 
to name but a few.
 
Each student will be required to sit THREE external exams.
Paper One: Crime & Punishment - 1 hour 15 minutes.
Paper Two: Anglo-Saxon England and the
American West - 1 hour 45 minutes.
Paper Three: Germany 1919-1939 - 1 hour 15 minutes

Topics studied include: 

• Germany, 1919-1939
 This unit includes the Study of the Weimar republic, 
 Hitler’s Rise to power, life in Nazi Germany and how Hitler controlled the German people.
• Crime and Punishment in Britain, 1000 to the present day 
 This unit charts developments in crime and punishment from Medieval times through to the 
 present day and includes a special depth study on Whitechapel, the scene of the gruesome Jack  
 the Ripper murders!
• Anglo Saxon England and the Norman Conquest, 1060-1066 
 For the first time we are proud to offer a study into an aspect of Medieval History which helped  
 form the country we live in today. This course includes study on Anglo Saxon life, the Norman 
 Conquest, the rule of William I, and life in Norman England.
• The American West, c1835-1895
 This period of study focuses on what has become known as the ‘Wild West’ including enquiries  
 into early settlement, life for settlers on the Plains and conflict with Native Americans.

For more information please see Mr Greenhalgh in our Humanities department.
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Hospitality & Catering : Level 2
The Level 2 Vocational Award is a new course to enable students to gain 
knowledge, understanding and skills relating to Hospitality and Catering. 

With access to JB’s café and a new food/catering classroom, we have the opportunity and fantastic 
facilities to develop specific knowledge and understanding that is essential for this qualification and to 
develop employability skills that are valued by employers and for further education.

The Hospitality and Catering sector includes all businesses that provide food, beverages, and/or 
accommodation services. This includes restaurants, hotels, pubs and bars. It also includes airlines, 
tourist attractions, hospitals and sports venue.

The course has been designed to develop students by working towards work related tasks. Students 
will apply their knowledge and skills in the completion of two different units. 

Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry 
Students will gain knowledge of all aspects of the industry and be able to propose new hospitality and 
catering provision for specific locations.

They will then apply their learning in relation to industry, such as front of house and kitchen operations. 
This unit provides a broad introduction to the vocational sector in a way that is purposeful and develops 
a range of transferable skills.

Assessment Duration: 90 minutes.

Unit 1 is externally assessed as a written On-screen, e-assessment worth 40% of the qualification. This 
contains both short and extended answer exam questions based around applied situations of the hos-
pitality and catering industry.

Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in action
In this unit students will gain knowledge of the nutritional needs of a range of client groups or 
businesses to plan nutritional dishes to go on a menu. Students will learn and develop safe and 
hygienic food preparation, cooking and finishing skills required to produce nutritional dishes

Assessment:  
Unit 2 is internally assessed as a timed controlled assessment worth 60% of the qualification.

• Students will apply preparation, cooking and presenting techniques

• Test the effect of cooking methods on nutritional values

• Carry out a practical activity based around the work-based scenario of carrying out 
a risk assessment

For more information please see Mr Sanderson or Mr Frohock 
in our Design and Technology Department.
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Mandarin Chinese : GCSE
“Education breeds confidence. Confidence breeds hope. Hope breeds peace.’’ 
孔子 Confucius 551 BC

Mandarin has been identified as one of the most important languages for the UK’s future prosperity 
and learning it opens up a world of business and cultural connections. It can connect speakers with 
an exciting and dynamic culture as well as boost career opportunities. Fun fact: It’s the only modern 
pictographic language and it Is one of the oldest languages still in use. With over 1.5 billion speakers, 
Mandarin Chinese is officially the most widely spoken language in the world.

The course is structured under THREE broad themes:

Theme 1: Identity and Culture 
• Me, my family and friends
• Technology in everyday life
• Free-time activities
• Customs and festivals in Chinese-speaking 
 countries/communities

Theme 2: Local, national, international 
and global areas of interest 
• Home, town, neighbourhood and region
• Social issues      •    Global issues
• Travel and tourism

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment
• My studies
• Life at school/college
• Education post-16
• Jobs, career choices and ambitions

At GCSE you will be assessed across the FOUR key skills which have equal weighting; 
Listening 25%  |  Reading 25%  |  Speaking 25%  |  Writing 25%

You will be expected to:
• Engage with a range of authentic material and transactional language, providing ‘real life’ context.
• Respond to reading and listening questions in English and in Chinese
• Complete a short translation from and to Chinese
• Complete three tasks in your speaking assessment; role play, photo card and conversation
• Respond to questions about an unseen literary text
• Have a sound knowledge of key grammar concepts

Career Progression:
Chinese language combines well in Higher Education with a broad range of subjects, including 
Economics, English, International Business, Law, Finance, Media, and History etc. Career prospects 
are enormous in both the public and private sector. As the global political economic significance of 
China continues to increase, specialised knowledge of the country, together with appropriate cultural 
understanding and language skills, will boost your career in today’s competitive job market.

We offer a trip to China, visiting Beijing and other cities for the Great Wall, the Forbidden City, 
Summer Palace and many of the historic sites.

 For more information please see Mrs Kirkham in our MFL department.
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Mathematics : GCSE
Mathematics is the language of modern business,  engineering, 
science and technology. It is a skill that  everyone needs in order to 
be successful in the future, and it is highly valued by colleges and employers. 

Through the use of mathematics, all students will 
develop skills in problem solving, communication, logic, 
mental calculation and everyday functional skills.

All students will follow a course of GCSE Mathematics 
with a set of THREE examinations (two calculator papers 
and one non-calculator paper) to be sat at the end 
of Year 11.

GCSE Mathematics encourages students to 
develop problem-solving skills and become 
effective and independent learners. With the 
focus on applying maths in context, problem-solving, 
reasoning and the functional elements of maths, 
students learn to function mathematically in the world. 
It is designed to make sure students develop sound 
technique with numbers, fractions, decimals, percentages and basic ratios, so these are applied across 
all three units of the qualification. This means that students apply these fundamental skills in a variety 
of contexts that they can relate to. It is sat at either the Foundation Tier or Higher Tier.

For more information please see Mr Moriarty in our Maths department.
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Music : BTEC Level 2
The BTEC Music course is a new and exciting addition to the Key Stage 4
curriculum at Co-op Academy, Swinton. It is a Technical Award designed for
pre-16 students who want to include a study of the music industry in their broader Key Stage 4 
curriculum. Students will engage with music as an industry and will develop a range of relevant practical 
and technical skills. This qualification provides students with the opportunity to explore music product 
development and events management, and to apply their knowledge in new and practical 
industry-related contexts. Throughout the two years studying this course, examples of what students 
will study are as follows:

TWO MANDATORY UNITS which provide the fundamental 
knowledge, skills and understanding required for the 
music sector:
Unit 1: ‘The Music Industry’ provides an overview of the music industry. It covers the fundamental 
knowledge and understanding of music industry organisations and the roles and responsibilities of 
those that work within them, and at the variety of musical activity.  
Unit 2 : ‘Managing a Music Product’ requires students to plan, develop and deliver a music product, by 
undertaking basic business planning activities, research and marketing as well as the promotion and 
running of an event or launch of a product.

An ADDITIONAL TWO UNITS are then studied:
Unit 4 : ‘Introducing Music Composition’
Unit 6 : ‘Introducing Music Recording’

These additional units enable students to develop an appreciation of two of the music industry’s 
subsectors, creating music and the management of musical events. Students learn the fundamentals 
behind the creative, technical or performance elements of the music industry, extending and 
challenging their innovative abilities, knowledge or musicality.

We have a fully functional, professional standard recording studio in Music, and a suite of iMacs with 
industry standard music software, which are of dedicated use for Year 10 and 11 students. We have an 
abundance of top quality instruments and pieces of equipment, including drum kits, electric guitars, 
bass guitars, keyboards, drum pads, synthesizers, microphones, effects pedals, amplifiers, ukuleles, 
percussion which are all available for students to use for their course. Our music teachers have industry 
experience through being professional performers and composers, bringing invaluable knowledge 
and insight to the teaching of the course.

The sector-specific knowledge and skills will support progression to a Level 3 academic, applied general 
or technical level music or music technology qualification or an apprenticeship. Students will also 
develop transferable technical and practical skills in communication (including analytical writing skills), 
research and project management (providing an opportunity to demonstrate reflective practice by 
suggesting alternative approaches to a problem and the development of resilience skills), working 
in a team, taking and giving direction, negotiation and delegation. All of these are crucially required 
in the music industry and in Level 3 or higher music qualifications, as well as being valuable in support 
of progression to any Level 3 course.

For more information please see Miss Wozencraft in our Arts department.
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The BTEC Performing Arts Tech Award gives learners the opportunity to develop
sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical learning environment. Students
with an interest in musical theatre/dance will flourish in this subject. The main focus is on four areas of 
equal importance, which cover the:

• development of key skills that prove your aptitude in Performing Arts such as reproducing 
 repertoire or responding to stimuli 
• process that underpins effective ways of working in the Performing Arts, such as development of 
 ideas, rehearsal and performance 
• attitudes that are considered most important in the Performing Arts, including personal 
 management and communication 
• knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes in the sector such as roles, 
 responsibilities, performance disciplines and styles. 
This Award complements Key Stage 3 learning, broadening experience and skills participation in 
different types of performance activities with the opportunity to practically apply your knowledge 
and skills, through project work such as developing ideas and performing for specific audiences.

The course is divided into 3 components:

1. Exploring the Performing Arts 30% 
2. Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts 30%
Components 1 and 2 focus on the development of core knowledge and understanding of a range of 
performance styles and disciplines, and the key features that contribute to these such as practitioners’ 
roles, responsibilities, skills and techniques including:

• the development and application of skills such as: practical and interpretative, rehearsal and 
 performance in acting, dance and/or musical theatre, through workshops and classes 
• reflective practice through the development of skills and techniques that allow learners to respond 
 to feedback and identify areas for improvement using relevant presentation techniques, for 
 example a logbook.

3. Responding to a Brief - external assessment 40%
Component 3 requires learners to apply performance skills and techniques in response to a brief 
and stimulus developing group performance workshop for a selected audience. The design of this 
external assessment ensures that there is sufficient stretch and challenge, enabling the assessment of 
knowledge and understanding at the end of the learning period. The external assessment is based on 
a key task that requires learners to demonstrate that they can identify and use effectively an appropriate 
selection of skills, techniques, concepts, theories and knowledge from across the whole qualification 
in an integrated way.

Students will be working from L2. 

The sector-specific knowledge and skills will support progression to a Level 3 academic, applied 
general or technical level music or Performing Arts qualification or an apprenticeship. Students will 
also develop transferable technical and practical skills in communication (including analytical writing 
skills), research and project management (providing an opportunity to demonstrate reflective practice 
by suggesting alternative approaches to a problem and the development of resilience skills), working 
in a team, taking and giving direction, negotiation and delegation. All of these are crucially required in 
the Performing Arts industry and in Level 3 or higher qualifications, as well as being valuable in support 
of progression to any Level 3 course.

For more information please see Mrs Johnson in our Performing Arts department.

Performing Arts : BTEC Level 2



Pathway Choices 2021 :  Page 23  

Photography : GCSE
We run a popular GCSE course, where students are exposed to a variety of
new experiences and equipment, exploring a range of lens-based media,
techniques and processes, including use of computers to manipulate images.

Students are introduced to contemporary artists and Photographers and where appropriate 
exhibitions, trips and photoshoots which is integral to the investigating and making process of the 
course. Responses will be shown through practical and critical activities which demonstrate their 
understanding of skills and knowledge in a range of areas such as computer imagery using the 
latest software, analysing an image, practical editing, presentation and surface preparation. 

We are fortunate to have a photography suite, DSLRs, point&shoots, professional lighting equipment, 
three Photography teachers and a dedicated Photography technician.

All students present their work in digital and 
printed format to create a professional finish.

Projects currently being taught are:
• Human Form (publication/distortion)
• Landscape photography (working from 
 the built or natural environment)
• Still-life photography 
• Manipulating Reality
• Manchester Project

Students that are creative, hard working both in 
the classroom AND at home, produce successful 
Photography portfolios and enjoy the personal 
themes and ideas that this subject allows you to investigate.

For more information please see Mrs Shuttleworth in our Art department.
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Religious Studies : GCSE
So…why Religious Studies?
Whether you are a religious person or not, there is no denying that religion has shaped our society 
and will continue to do so. In many ways religion has never been more relevant than it is today, it is for
this reason that RS is such an important subject - to understand religion is to understand the world.

Is Religious Studies for me?
Religious Studies is relevant for anyone who wishes to try and understand the diverse world in which 
we live. If you have an interest in current events and topical issues then Religious Studies is the perfect 
option for you!

What topics will I study?
Religion, peace and conflict  
This unit explores forgiveness, violent protests, 
terrorism, holy wars, pacifism and victims of war.

Religion and life 
This vast unit spans the creation of the universe, 
creation of man, treatment of animals, abortion, 
euthanasia and the belief in an afterlife. 

Religion, crime and punishment 
This unit focuses on reasons for crime and the 
treatment of offenders. We consider the death penalty, sharia law and forgiveness.

Relationships and families  
We cover this unit in year 11, focusing on human sexuality, sexual relationships, contraception, 
marriage and divorce. This unit also explores the purpose of family and gender equality. 

Christianity 
This unit focuses on the Trinity, Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and the salvation this brings. We also 
study Christian festivals, the role of the church in the local community and wider community, Christian 
persecution and the Christian response to world poverty. 

Islam 
This unit covers the oneness of God, Sunni and Shi’a beliefs, angels, predestination and muslim 
prophets. We also focus on the 5 pillars of Islam, Jihad and various Muslim festivals.

How will Religious Studies help me?
Through studying Religious Studies you will quickly develop a wide range of essential skills such as 
independent learning, group work, discussion, debate and literacy. Studies enable you to give well 
informed and developed reasons for your opinions. The knowledge and skills gained in RS will also 
benefit you in a range of other subjects such as English, Geography and History.

Religious Studies prepares you for the world of work as you learn about different cultures, it is useful 
for most careers especially those where you have to work with, and understand other peoples’ beliefs, 
ways of life and points of view! It can help you get a job in the following areas:
•  Caring professions (nurse, doctor, midwife, teaching)         •  The police force 
•  Armed Forces      •  Journalism      •  Law

For more information please see Ms Jackson in our Humanities department.
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Combined Science : GCSE
There are TWO routes for students to achieve GCSEs in Science and guidance 
will be given to all students. All students will study a minimum of TWO GCSEs 
in the Combined Science GCSE.

Why study Science? 
• It can be an interesting hobby 
• It allows individuals to understand technological advances 
• It develops interest and understanding of ourselves and our environment 
• It is needed for post-16 education 
• It leads to jobs of a technical, medical or scientific nature 
• It prepares youngsters to be informed citizens in an adult society

What is involved? 
• Understanding concepts 
• Observing and asking questions 
• Learning facts 
• Devising fair ways of testing ideas 
• Looking for patterns and ‘answers’ in investigations

How will competence in Science be achieved? 
• Learning theory 
• Understanding practical work 
• Carrying out investigations 
• Problem-solving and helping others 
• Team efforts and working in pairs 
 as well as individual work 
• Discussing scientific issues

How will I succeed? 
• Attend all lessons with necessary equipment 
• Prepare thoroughly for all exams 
• Put extra effort into anything that you find difficult 
• Set yourself realistic goals 
• Keep trying your best 
• Complete all homework and class work

Examination: 100% 2 GCSE grades - Higher Tier Grades 4-9 or Foundation Tier Grades 1-5 
• 15% of marks will be obtained by assessing your mathematical skills in a Science context 
• You will need to remember some equations! 
• Six exams - two for each Science 
• Each exam is 1 hour and 15 minutes long 
• 70 marks for each exam

For more information please see Mrs Woodburn in our Science department.
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Separate Sciences : GCSE
Biology, Chemistry and Physics
The GCSE Separate Science route provides a Key Stage 4 Science learning experience for students 
who have both a very good understanding of Science and very strong aspirations to study Science at 
advanced level and beyond.

Ideally students taking this course will be hungry for more Science than the combined route offers. 
Triple Science provides the strongest possible foundation for those thinking about taking A-Level 
Sciences and embarking on careers in areas such as Medicine, Dentistry, Science or Advanced 
Engineering.

The Separate Sciences are: Biology,  Chemistry and Physics. Taking each  subject allows the detail 
and interest  of each to be studied to a greater  extent and so prepare students for their Year 12/13 
studies  so that all avenues of opportunity are available to them.

The Separate Sciences are for students who wish to follow a career with a specific scientific 
requirement such as medicine or in an area that requires a predominantly scientific  understanding, 
such as an architect.

A student must have a target of Grade 6 or above at GCSE and be ‘on or above’ target to choose this 
route in Science.

Examination: 100% 3 Separate GCSE grades - Higher Tier Grades 4-9 
• 15% of marks will be obtained by assessing your 
 mathematical skills in a Science context. 
• You will need to remember your equations! 
• Six exams - two for each Science. 
• Each exam is 1 hour and 45 minutes long. 
• 100 marks for each exam

What websites can I look at 
if I want to know more? 
www.aqa.org.uk 
www.sciencelab.org.uk 
www.rsc.org.uk 
www.iop.org.uk 
www.societyofbiology.org

For more information please see Mrs Woodburn in our Science department.
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Spanish : GCSE
“The limits of my language are the limits of my world’’ Ludwig Wittgenstein 

Completing the course will mark you as a hardworking and employable individual, creating greater 
opportunities for you to work abroad, or for international companies in the UK. Spanish contributes 
to the award of the English Baccalaureate - a key qualification for studying at A-Level and university. 
Spanish is spoken by 534 million people worldwide. Think of all those connections that you can make 
with the Spanish speaking world. Fun fact: Twenty-two countries over four continents have Spanish as 
one of their official languages, and it’s already the second most studied language in the world!

The course is structured under FIVE broad themes; 
• Identity and culture 
 Who am I?:  relationships; when I was younger; what my friends and family are like; what makes a 
 good friend; interests; socialising with friends and family; role models. 
 Daily life: customs and everyday life; food and drink; shopping; social media and technology 
 (use of, advantages and disadvantages). 
 Cultural life: celebrations and festivals; reading; music; sport; film and television. 
• Local area, holiday and travel 
 Holidays: preferences; experiences and destinations. 
 Travel and tourist attractions: travel; accommodation; asking for help and dealing with problems; 
 directions; eating out; shopping. 
 Town, region and country: weather; places to see; things to do. 
• School 
 What school is like: school types; school day; subjects; rules and pressures; celebrating success. 
 School activities: school trips; events and exchanges. 
• Future aspirations, study and work 
 Using languages beyond the classroom: forming relationships; travel; employment. 
 Ambitions: further study; volunteering; training. 
 Work: jobs; careers and professions. 
• International and global dimension 
 Bringing the world together: sports events; music events; campaigns and good causes. 
 Environmental issues: being ‘green’; access to natural resources.

At GCSE you will be assessed across the FOUR key skills which have equal weighting; 
Listening 25%   -   Reading 25%   -   Speaking 25%   -   Writing 25%

You will be expected to; 
• Engage with a range of authentic material and transactional language, providing ‘real life’ context. 
• respond to reading and listening questions in English and in Spanish 
• complete a short translation from, and in to, Spanish 
• complete three tasks in your speaking assessment; a role play, questions based on a picture 
 stimulus, and a conversation 
• respond to questions about an unseen literary text 
• have a sound knowledge of key grammar concepts

We offer a trip to Barcelona during the Summer term, visiting Camp Nou for a stadium tour, 
Park Güell and many of the historic sites.

For more information please see Miss Brocklehurst in our MFL department.
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Sports Studies (Level 2) :
Cambridge National

Is it for me?
Sports Studies is for students with a genuine and proven love of all sports, if you continuously represent 
our school teams and regularly access a variety of extra-curricular sports both with us and at clubs in 
the community Sports Studies is for you. If you enjoy PE but do not play representative sport for the 
school, team or club then the course is not for you, but remember, no matter what options you choose 
every student of Co-op Academy Swinton will continue to receive two lessons of PE every week until 
you leave.

What will I study?
Sports Studies is a vocationally related qualifi cation and all units take a practical and theory approach to 
learning. There are four units which you must complete:

Developing Sports Skills: Learning how to utilise the key components of performance in one individual 
sport and one team sport. How to apply the rules and regulations and how to improve your own sport-
ing performance through practice. (Theory and practical lessons)

Contemporary Issues in Sport: Understanding the barriers to sports participation and how to
overcome them. Understanding how sports become popular and their growth. Learning about the 
roles of sporting values, sportsmanship, etiquette and the Olympic movement. (This unit is all theory 
and exam tested)

Sports Leadership: You must plan, carry out and review your very own one-hour sporting practise in 
an activity of your choice to the group. As well as investigate what makes a good leader? (Theory and 
coursework marks as well as practical marks available)

Developing Knowledge and Skills in Outdoor Activities: You will have the opportunity to experience a 
wide variety of outdoor activities for example; Kayaking, hiking, hill climbing, raft building, sailing and 
paddle boarding. Then you are to produce coursework based
upon your experiences looking at the benefi ts of these activities,
how they are planned and delivered and their health and safety
requirements. (Begins with practical days out then assessed
using coursework)

For more information please see our Head of PE, Mr Lane.
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