
French
The French language is derived from Vulgar Latin. 
Both Gaulish, a Celtic language which was spoken in 
ancient Gaul before the Roman invasion, and Old 
Frankish also left their mark on the French language. 
In 1539, Francis I of France made French the official 
language for the administration.

French started to be standardised from the 17th 
century onwards, with the creation of the Académie 
française in 1634, and its structure has little changed 
since then. During the 17th century, French became 
the lingua franca of Europe and spread worldwide as 
France expanded its colonial empire, influencing 
many other European languages on the same 
occasion.

French is a ‘romance language’

80 million of French speakers are native 
speakers. French is an official language in 
29 countries, such as France, Belgium, 
Canada, Luxembourg, Switzerland, Congo, 
Mali, Senegal, and it is spoken on every 
continent. It is the European Union’s fourth 
most widely spoken mother tongue. The 
number of French speakers is expected to 
reach 700 million by 2050, mostly in Africa.

There are around
220 million French

speakers worldwide!

Homophones are words sharing the same pronunciation 
but with different spellings and meanings. This makes it 
easier to create tongue twisters. Some of the most famous 
examples include:

• Si mon tonton tond ton tonton, ton tonton sera tondu. – 
 If my uncle shaves your uncle, your uncle will be shaved.
• Les chaussettes de l’archiduchesse, sont-elles sèches ?
 Archi-sèches. – The archduchesses socks, are they dry? Very dry.
• Cinq chiens chassent six chats. – Five dogs hunt six cats.
• As-tu vu le vert ver allant vers le verre en verre vert ? –

Did you see the green worm going towards the green
 glass glass?
• Ces six saucissons-secs-ci sont si secs qu’on ne sait si s’en sont. 

These six dried sausages are so dry that we don’t know if
 they are.

French has a great
number of homophones!

About 45% of
modern English

words are of French origin!
After the Norman conquest of England in 
1066, French became the language of the 
aristocracy and administration, which 
resulted in a great number of French words 
and expressions being incorporated
into English. Over the centuries, French 
remained a major language influencing 
modern English.

Along with English, French
remains an influential language

in the diplomatic world!

Many international institutions have French as one of 
their official languages, including the United Nations, 
the European Union, the International Olympic 
Committee, the Red Cross, and Médecins sans 
Frontières. Many international courts also use French 
as an official language.



Spanish Language
1. Over 400 million people speak Spanish
Spanish is the mother tongue of an estimated 400-450 million people, making 
it the world’s second most spoken language. Spanish only falls in second place 
behind Chinese, which is spoken by over a billion people and far outranks any 
other language. Spanish surpasses English in its number of speakers, as Eng-
lish comes in third place with 335 million native speakers around the world.
2. Spanish is a Romance language
Spanish belongs to the Indo-European languages, which include French, 
English, Russian, German, the Slavic and Scandinavian languages as well as 
various languages in India. Indo-European languages initially spread across 
Europe and many areas of South Asia before reaching other parts of the world 
through colonization. The name “Indo-European” has a geographical meaning 
relating to the languages’ most easterly reaches in the Indian subcontinent 
and their most westerly reaches throughout Europe. 
3. Spanish has two names: Castellano and Español
Spanish speakers often refer to their language as español as well as castellano, 
which is the Spanish word for “Castilian.”  In English, the term “Castilian Span-
ish” can be used to refer to individual dialects of Spanish spoken in the north-
ern and central parts of Spain. Occasionally, the term is used more loosely to 
refer to the Spanish spoken in Spain, as opposed to Latin American Spanish.
4. Spanish is a phonetic language
Most people know a few words of Spanish, such as tapas, siesta, cava and 
tortilla. Spanish has also borrowed a few words from English, such as los jeans 
(jeans) and el hotel (hotel).
There are, however, some big di�erences between English and Spanish. For 
instance, there’s the fact that Spanish is a phonetic language. This means that 
you pronounce letters consistently and each letter represents a certain sound. 
This also means that Spanish is a simple language to learn, especially when it 
comes to spelling and speaking. The links between sounds and letters mean 
that there usually aren’t any spelling surprises.
As Spanish originates from Latin, it has gendered language—masculine and 
feminine words and articles. The genders of adjectives must agree with their 
accompanying nouns, as well as the articles of those nouns.

Spanish

Spanish is a
‘romance language’

Spanish belongs to the Indo-European 
languages, which include French, English, 
Russian, German, the Slavic and Scandinavian 
languages as well as various languages in 
India. Indo-European languages initially 
spread across Europe and many areas of 
South Asia before reaching other parts of the 
world through colonization. The name 
‘Indo-European’ has a geographical meaning 
relating to the languages’ most easterly
reaches in the Indian subcontinent and their 
most westerly reaches throughout Europe.

Spanish is the mother tongue of an estimated 
400-450 million people, making it the world’s 
second most spoken language. Spanish only 
falls in second place behind Chinese, which is 
spoken by over a billion people and  far 
outranks any other language. Spanish surpass-
es English in its number of speakers, as English 
comes in third place with 335 million native 
speakers around the world.

Over 400 million people
speak Spanish!

Spanish is a
phonetic language

Most people know a few words of Spanish, such as tapas, 
siesta, cava and tortilla. Spanish has also borrowed a few 
words from English, such as los jeans (jeans) and el hotel 
(hotel).

There are, however, some big differences between English 
and Spanish. For instance, there’s the fact that Spanish is a 
phonetic language. This means that you pronounce letters 
consistently  and  each letter represents a certain sound. 
This also means that Spanish is a simple language to learn, 
especially when it comes to spelling and speaking. The 
links between sounds and letters mean that there usually 
aren’t any spelling surprises.

As Spanish originates from Latin, it has gendered 
language—masculine and feminine words and articles. The 
genders of adjectives must agree with their accompanying   
nouns, as well as the articles of those nouns.

Arabic
influenced Spanish

Arab armies started to conquer the Iberian
Peninsula in 711, bringing Arabic art, architecture 
and language to the region. Arabic gradually 
mixed with old Spanish to become the language 
spoken today.

When Spain expelled the Arabs in 1492, the 
language retained some 8,000 Arabic words. 
Apart from Latin, Arabic is the largest contributor 
to Spanish. Many words that you already know in 
Spanish  come from Arabic, such as  el alfombra 
(carpet),  la almendra  (almond) and  la almohada 
(pillow).

When you travel through Spain, you’ll come 
across many place, region and historic site names 
that come from Arabic, such as El Alhambra.

Spanish has two names: 
Castellano and Español

Spanish speakers often refer to their 
language as español as well as castellano, 
which is the Spanish word for ‘Castilian.’  In 
English, the term ‘Castilian Spanish’ can 
be used to refer to individual dialects of 
Spanish spoken in the northern and 
central parts of Spain. Occasionally, the 
term is used more loosely to refer to  the 
Spanish spoken in Spain, as opposed to 
Latin American Spanish.



Mandarin
Mandarin is a VERY 
popular language

It’s no secret that Mandarin is a pretty big deal, 
not just in Asia, but around the world. 
Accounting for 70% of Chinese speakers, 
Mandarin is more widely spoken than any 
other form of Chinese – with some 955 million 
native speakers globally.  That’s 14% of the 
world’s total population. In fact, there are 
more native Mandarin speakers in the world 
than speakers of any other language.

Mandarin is one of
several Chinese dialects

Mandarin is just one of several Chinese 
dialect groups, which can be kind of
confusing. In places like Taiwan and People’s 
Republic of China it’s the official language. 
Mandarin dialects are spoken throughout 
most of northern and southwestern China. 
Despite their similarities, some Mandarin 
dialects are actually not ‘mutually
intelligible’. Other varieties of Chinese 
include Wu, Xiang, Yue, Min, Hakka and Gan. Mandarin started

developing
1,000 years ago

While written Chinese began to take 
shape around 4000 years ago, Mandarin 
started to develop in the 10th and 11th 
centuries in northern China. This “Old 
Mandarin” came from local dialects in the 
North China Plain. The new dialect spurred 
a new genre of common literature.

Chinese uses 50,000
different characters

Compared to the 26-letter English alphabet, 
Chinese sounds downright impossible to 
learn. Instead of an alphabet, Chinese uses 
characters that symbolize a syllable of spoken 
Chinese. Each character could include parts 
that represent abstract notions, physical 
objects, or a pronunciation. Although there are 
several thousand characters in the complete 
language, everyday Mandarin typically uses a 
set of some 2,500 characters.

Mandarin uses
four different tones

Another added challenge to learning 
Chinese is that tone affects the meaning 
of different words. That’s because 
Chinese is a tonal language.  Mandarin 
has four different tones including, flat, 
rising, falling then rising and falling. There 
are other Chinese dialects that use as 
many as nine distinct tones.


