
        Our mission, in English, is to help 
students understand the world around
them, enrich their cultural capital and 
become discerning users of language.  
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Introduction
Our English Department are a dedicated, highly
skilled, and knowledgeable team who aim to ensure
that each student leaves school with the skills to
communicate effectively.   

The English staff strive to ensure no student is left
behind regardless of their starting point and so
cater for all abilities. As a department, we regularly
review the impact of our teaching to ensure that all
students are both challenged and supported
throughout their learning. Furthermore, we work closely
with the SEND department to ensure that all students are
accessing the curriculum and receiving the support that they
need to fully flourish in their study of this important subject. 
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Key Stage 3
In Years 7 to 9, students are encouraged to read a wide variety of both fiction and 
non-fiction texts. They build and develop their reading skills through exploring influential 
literature ranging from Chaucer, Benjamin Zephaniah, John Steinbeck, and Shakespeare. 
Also, students are encouraged to develop a greater understanding of the wider world 
and their role in it from studying topical texts about the environment, Civil Rights, and 
rhetoric. 

Students are encouraged to develop skills in a variety of writing styles and formats
as diverse as analytical essays and poems about their own identity. All the work 
undertaken at Key Stage 3 is designed to be an enjoyable, engaging and foundation
for the development of skills necessary for GCSEs and to prepare them for a
lifelong love of literature and language.
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Key Stage 4
Years 10 and 11 follow the AQA English Language and
English Literature exams and will build upon the skills that
they have developed during Key Stage 3. Students will
study a range of literature including poetry, plays and novels both from pre and post 
1914 as well as from other cultures.

This involves studying classic writers such as William Shakespeare and Charles Dickens to 
more modern writers such as J.B Priestley. Poetry is studied from the AQA poetry 
anthology and explores a range of ideas centred on the theme of ‘Power and Conflict’.

For more information please see our academy website:
www.swinton.coopacademies.co.uk/curriculum/english/

http://www.swinton.coopacademies.co.uk/curriculum/english/

