
        You live a new life for every
new language you speak. If you know
only one language, you live only once.

Czech Proverb

MFL



Introduction
Learning a foreign language immerses students into entirely new cultures, world perspectives and 
lives inviting them to experience a world beyond their own to help them fully appreciate the language 
and expand their horizons. This is the surest way for them to develop into tolerant individuals, with an 
understanding of life that is open-minded and embraces cultural differences and leads to an 
appreciation of cultural diversity.

Learning a foreign language also provides students with a better understanding of their own native 
language and culture, not only cultural customs but of the grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation 
patterns of their first language. 

Modern Foreign Languages at Co-op Academy Swinton is taught by specialist staff with a deep 
understanding of the language and enthusiasm for the subject. We aim to offer our students a solid 
grounding in grammar whilst equipping them with the key skills for language-learning, both within 
and beyond the classroom.



MFL

The curriculum is built around three pillars for ‘Life-long Learning’ focussed around the key tenet of 
developing ‘Good linguists’. These three pillars for understanding are: 

1. Know the origins and foundations of the language: students can secure knowledge of grammar 
and structure and gain linguistic competence to apply to different topics and develop fluency. 
“Grammar, which knows how to control even Kings” Molière

2. Develop meaningful communication: students can apply grammar, vocabulary and transactional 
language to a variety of scenarios and communicate in the target language in written and spoken 
form, while understanding what they hear and read. “If you talk to a man in a language he 
understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his language, that goes to his heart.” 
Nelson Mandela

3. Become a global citizen: this is about understanding the culture of Hispanic, francophone and 
Chinese countries and being able to compare with our own culture. “Language is the road map of 
a culture. It tells you where its people come from and where they are going.”  Rita Mae Brown



MFL

At Co-op Academy Swinton we believe a high-quality languages education should foster students’ 
curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. 

The teaching here enables students to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to 
understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing.

It provides opportunities for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking 
and read great literature in the original language. 

Language teaching provides the foundation for learning further languages, equipping students to 
study and work in other countries.



French

What will I study?
Our resources are constantly being developed and tailored to the national curriculum      requirements 
for Modern Foreign Languages and the interests of our students. It is our responsibility as linguists to 
educate students about the French-Speaking world and Francophone culture, as well as helping 
students to develop the four key skills in language-learning: Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening. 

Year 7: Students focus on developing the key skills they will need to communicate across a broad 
range of topics including self and family, pets, local area, and school life, as well as projects about 
French-speaking countries. 

Year 8: Students further develop their integral language skills on a new range of units such as free time, 
health and holidays, whilst consolidating language already learnt. They will be able to talk about past 
and future events to add some depth to their speaking and writing. 

Year 9: Students will develop the breadth and depth of their reading, listening, translating, speaking 
and writing and will interpret meaning through various units of work including social media, health and 
future plans.



French

How will I study?
Our French department focuses on students
Developing the independent learning skills that
they will need throughout their lives. Staff actively
engage in research led action and use scientific
based approaches in their teaching to ensure that
key knowledge sticks and all students progress. 

How will I be monitored and assessed?
Students will be continuously assessed through each unit in Key Stage 3 and will complete two WIN 
assessments each half-term to show their progress. Students will then have the opportunity to respond 
to feedback to develop their skills further. These will consist of formal written, reading and listening 
exams, and conversations or presentations based on research and group work.



Why study French?
A world language : More than 300 million people speak French on the five continents. French is the second most widely 
learned foreign language after English, and the fifth most widely spoken language in the world. French is also the only 
language, alongside English, that is taught in every country in the world. 

A language for the international job market : The ability to speak French and English is an advantage on the 
international job market. A knowledge of French opens the doors of French companies in France and other 
French-speaking parts of the world. As one of the world’s largest economies and a leading destination for foreign 
investment, France is a key economic partner.

The language of culture : French is the international language of cooking, fashion, theatre, the visual arts, dance and 
architecture. A knowledge of French offers access to great works of literature in the original French, as well as films and 
songs. French is the language of Victor Hugo, Molière, Edith Piaf, Jean-Paul Sartre, Alain Delon and Paul Pogba!

The other language of international relations : French is both a working language and an official language of the United 
Nations, the European Union, UNESCO, NATO, the International Olympic Committee, the International Red Cross and 
international courts. French is the language of the three cities where the EU institutions are headquartered: Strasbourg, 
Brussels and Luxembourg.

A language for learning other languages : French is a good base for learning other languages, especially Romance 
languages (Spanish, Italian, Portuguese and Romanian) as well as English, since a significant percentage of English 
vocabulary is derived from French.



French

What will happen at Key Stage 4?
Students who opt to take French GCSE will follow the Edexcel specification. Students are assessed on 
four components; Reading, Listening, Speaking and Writing. They are worth 25% each of the final 
grade. Students will study topics under 5 broad themes; Identity and culture, Local Area, Holiday and 
Travel, School, Future Aspirations and International and Global Dimension. Students will complete a 
speaking exam with their class teacher in the May of their exam year.

What trips can I participate in? 
We offer an annual trip to a French Château where a variety
of day trips are undertaken to experience French culture -
such as a visit to a goat farm and chocolate factory. Students
are also keen to experience EuroDisney or Parc Asterix and
take a day trip to Paris. At GCSE we offer cinema trips to
watch French language films and a trip to the continental
markets where you can try any number of European delicacies.



Spanish

What will I study?
Our resources are constantly being developed and tailored to the national curriculum
requirements for modern foreign languages and the interests of our students. It is our
responsibility as linguists to educate students about the Spanish speaking world and Hispanic culture as well
as helping students to develop the four key skills in language learning: reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

Year 7: Students focus on developing the key skills they will need to communicate across a broad range of 
topics including their identity, pets, local area, and school life, as well as projects about French-speaking 
countries. Students are encouraged to work independently and write/speak confidently in the target language. 

Year 8: Students further develop their integral language skills on a new range of units which have been 
designed to be creative with language. This includes a unit on Spooky Tales, whereby students will create their 
own ghost stories, health and holidays, and a unit based on Space. They will be able to talk about past and 
future events to add some depth to their speaking and writing. 

Year 9: Students will develop the breadth and depth of their reading, listening, translating, speaking and 
writing and will interpret meaning through various units of work including; future ambitions, habits and
lifestyle and health.  



Why study Spanish?

It is one of the most commonly spoken languages : Spanish is the mother tongue of more than 400 million 
people around the globe, which equates to approximately six percent of the world’s population. As a result,
it is officially recognised as the second most commonly spoken language, when measured by native speakers, 
ranking ahead of English. 

It will boost your employment prospects : Modern businesses are always keen to have staff members who can 
help them with international trade and the Spanish language is especially valuable in the current climate.

Your travel experiences will be enhanced : Travelling is one of the most enriching experiences you can have, 
yet the quality of that experience will be significantly enhanced by the ability to speak Spanish. The list of 
countries in which Spanish is the predominant language includes popular destinations like Spain, Mexico,
Cuba and the Dominican Republic.

You could work or study abroad : While travelling can be exciting in of itself, learning Spanish also opens up 
the very real possibility of either working in a Spanish-speaking country or studying in a Spanish-based 
academic institution.

It can improve your grasp of your first language : Studies have demonstrated that learning a second language 
can improve a student’s grasp of their mother tongue.



Spanish

How will I study?
Our Spanish department focuses on students developing
the independent learning skills that they will need
throughout their lives. Staff actively engage in research
led action and use scientific based approaches in their
teaching to ensure that key knowledge sticks and all
students progress. 

How will I be monitored and assessed?
Students will be continuously assessed through each unit in
Key Stage 3 and will complete two WIN assessments each half-term
to show their progress. Students will then have the opportunity to
respond to feedback to develop their skills further. These will consist of
formal written, reading and listening exams, and conversations or
presentations based on research and group work.



Spanish

What will happen at Key Stage 4?
Students who opt to take Spanish GCSE will follow the Edexcel specification. Students are assessed on 
four components; reading, listening, speaking and writing. They are worth 25% each of the final grade. 
Students will study topics under 5 broad themes; Identity and culture, Local Area, Holiday and Travel, 
School, Future Aspirations and International and Global Dimension. Students will complete a speaking 
exam with their class teacher in the May of their exam year. 

What trips can I participate in?
We offer an annual trip to Barcelona where we explore the
city and culture visiting the largest outdoor market in the
world, local tapas bars and cafes, the Nou Camp stadium
and Port Aventura Theme park. At GCSE, we offer cinema
trips to watch Spanish language films and a trip to the
continental markets where you can try any number of
European delicacies.



Mandarin

What will I study?
Our resources are constantly being developed and tailored to the national curriculum requirements for Modern 
Foreign Languages and the interests of our students. It is our responsibility as linguists to educate students 
about the Chinese-Speaking world and Chinese culture, as well as helping students to develop the four key 
skills in language-learning: Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening. 

Year 7: Students will develop their knowledge of fundamental Chinese language and culture. Students will 
have generated a good understanding of the Chinese language tonal and written systems. Students will learn 
to talk about their age and apply some verbs correctly when introducing themselves. students will learn to talk 
about the different members of their family and say how many people they have in their family. Students will 
learn to talk about their hobbies, give opinions using 喜欢，不喜欢 and be able to talk about when they do 
their activities. 

Year 8: Students will learn to read, listen to, translate, speak and write information about their hobbies. Their 
vocabulary and grammar knowledge will be embedded through topics on food and drink, holidays and school. 

Year 9: Students will learn to read, listen to, translate, speak and write information about their bedroom, 
clothes and routines. Students will further develop their spoken and written skill areas with topics about school 
life, leisure and their lives in more detail.



Why study Mandarin?

● China is fast becoming a global economic superpower 

● The British Government needs young people
with fluent Chinese language skills 

● You will expand your world view as Chinese culture
is 5,000 years old and very rich and you will be
intrigued by this fascinating and useful language 

● Mandarin Chinese is the most spoken language of the world

● It will give you a competitive advantage to thrive
in today’s global economy 

● GCSE Mandarin Chinese on your CV will make you stand out from the crowd! 



Mandarin

How will I study?
Our Mandarin department focuses on students developing the independent learning skills that they 
will need throughout their lives. Staff actively engage in research led action and use scientific based 
approaches in their teaching to ensure that key knowledge sticks and all students progress. 

How will I be monitored and assessed?
Students will be continuously assessed through each unit
in Key Stage 3 and will complete two WIN assessments
each half-term to show their progress. Students will then
have the opportunity to respond to feedback to
develop their skills further. These will consist of formal
written, reading and listening exams, and conversations
or presentations based on research and group work. 



Mandarin

What will happen at Key Stage 4?
Students who opt to study Chinese at GCSE follow the AQA course over two years. Students are 
assessed in all 4 attainment targets – listening, reading, speaking and writing. They are worth 25% each 
of the final grade. Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based. 
Theme 1: Identity and culture. Theme 2: Local, national,
international and global areas of interest.
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment.  

What trips can I participate in?
We offer a trip to visit Chinatown in Manchester and a trip
to watch the Chinese acrobatics show from China
during Chinese New Year.

At GCSE, we offer a trip to China where a variety of
excursions are undertaken to experience Chinese culture
and practice the language our students have studied.


