
        Humanities has become one of the most
popular faculty areas at Co-op Academy Swinton 
and has enjoyed increasing success in relation to 
GCSE outcomes in recent years

Humanities



Welcome to our
Co-op Academy Swinton

Year 7 Curriculum Evening

Introduction
Our Humanities faculty prides itself on its commitment
to maintaining high expectations of both teachers
and students, and to providing a stimulating and
productive learning environment in which our
students can succeed in fulfilling their potential as
well as developing a lifelong passion for learning.

History, Geography and Religious Studies are taught to all
students in Years 7, 8 and 9 but are optional at GCSE.
However, students are strongly encouraged to continue either
History or Geography at GCSE level to qualify for the English Baccalaureate qualification
which is fast becoming the Gold Standard in Secondary Education.

Life Learning is delivered within a dedicated weekly session for each year group.
Students learn in their form groups with their form teachers.



History

As a historian at Co-op Academy Swinton you will undertake
an adventure through the past to develop an understanding
of the world you live in.

We look at the journey of this country from being a colony of the Roman Empire, to the largest empire on 
earth to the multicultural society it is today. We will investigate how people’s lives have changed by looking at 
key events such as the Black Death, the Slave Trade, the World Wars and the horror of modern day terrorism 
which continues to affect our lives today.

As well as developing an understanding of the world we live in we want to develop your skills as a historian 
and human. Developing the skills of source analysis allows us to use information to develop our 
understanding as well as to question that information with which we are presented be that a Norman account 
of the Battle of Hastings or fake news we are bombarded with on social media. 

Through developing an ability to weigh up different interpretations and opinions we can develop the capacity 
to empathise with the opinions and beliefs of others and learn how to communicate their thoughts, ideas and 
beliefs with clarity as well as realising that it is okay to disagree with the opinions of others.



History

We aim to provide a broad, varied and exciting curriculum which will fill our students with the same enthusiasm for the 
past that we, the teachers of this subject have, whilst helping our students understand how the events of the past have 
shaped their lives today. We also aim to develop skills that will see students not just succeed academically but also in 
life beyond the classroom.

What will I study?
Our resources are being constantly developed and tailored to the National Curriculum requirements for history, and 
the interests of our students. At Key Stage 3 students experience a variety of historical periods and events.

Year 7: Students focus on developing the key skills they will need as a historian whilst investigating various aspects of 
local history, national and international history in order to help them develop an understanding of the world that they 
now live in. Studies will begin by investigating Medieval and Early Modern history. We begin with the Norman 
Conquest and it’s impact on England, followed by an enquiry into the Crusades, one of the first global conflicts in 
world History and one which continues to have an impact on world events today. We then look into life in Medieval 
England taking in events such as the Black Death and the beginnings of democracy in this country with the Magna 
Carta. Later in the year we look at the famous reigns of the Tudor and Stuart monarchs and how England found itself 
without a monarch after a period of civil war. We will also look into the terrible and world shaping events of the French 
Revolution which will give us a keen understanding of why the Industrial Revolution developed as it did in England.



History

What will I study?
Year 8: Students focus on Industrial and modern history during Year 8, beginning with a study of Jack the Ripper’s 
London and how the conditions of the late Industrial Revolution led to one of the most famous unsolved crimes in 
History.

We will then look at the British Empire and American history from their break with the Empire up to the monumental 
Civil Rights struggle which still has such resonance in society today. This will then be followed by depth studies on the 
two World Wars and their impact on the world in which we live.

We will also take time to look at how the world changed
between the wars considering not just the rise of the Nazis
but also the Russian Revolution and why it was that
Britain did not fall to extremism as
these two great nations did.



History

What will I study?
Year 9: Students will study a broad variety of topics in Year 9 that
should allow them to develop a contextual understanding of the
world in which we live. We will begin with a depth study on the Holocaust and its impact on the world. This will be 
followed by an overview of the events of the Cold War and how these have shaped the world in which we live. We will 
then focus on British history with an investigation into post war Britain and how this period shaped modern Britain 
through the Welfare State and the Windrush Generation.

We will then consider the difference between terrorists and freedom fighters considering why the Suffragettes were 
seen as terrorists by the government of the time as well as investigating the IRA and the tragic events at the 
Manchester Arena in an investigation of ISIS and Al Qaeda.

Finally we will take time to look at women’s history and the experience of women through the time periods we have 
studied over the course of Key Stage Three and invite students to consider the relative impact of key women 
throughout time.



History

How will I study?
Our History department focuses on students developing
the independent enquiry skills that will help them succeed
at GCSE and beyond. To support this development, we
deploy a variety of different teaching and learning methods.
We use interactive white boards, mini white boards, group
and paired activities, PowerPoint presentations, and lots of
multimedia facilities.

How will I be monitored and assessed?
Our History department has a rigorous assessment procedure to ensure the highest standards and attainment. Key 
Stage 3 students complete a WIN piece of extended writing on a threshold concept that they have been studying with 
detailed feedback given by the teacher to allow students to improve their original piece and develop their skills as a 
historian in the long term. There will also be three assessments each year of what the students have learned so far.



History

What will happen in Key Stage 4?
Students who opt to take History GCSE follow the Edexcel GCSE History course. As with all History GCSE subjects this 
is 100% exam based and consists of three exam papers covering four topics over a 1,000 year period.

Paper One is Crime, Punishment and Law Enforcement 1000-today in which we look at the impact of changes in 
society on our legal system and changing attitudes toward criminal activity.

Paper Two involves a depth study on Anglo-Saxon and Norman England as well as a depth study on the American 
West looking at the push west across the continent and the subsequent impact on the indigenous Native Americans. 
Paper Three is focused on Germany 1918-1939 where students study the conditions in which Adolf Hitler is elected as 
leader and the impact that Nazi rule has on life in Germany.

In GCSE History we are very focused on assisting every student to achieve
their full potential and support this with a variety of learning methods,
regular assessment to check progress, and extra-curricular
intervention as well as rewards and other incentives
for those students who challenge their personal targets.



Geography

In Geography at Co-op Academy Swinton we aim to give students an
awareness and understanding of current issues concerning the local,national
and global environment. With important geographical events happening
each year, it is vital that our students have an understanding of how these significant events affect people worldwide.

Every student will get the opportunity to use geographical enquiry and skills to develop knowledge and understanding of 
places, patterns and processes, with special consideration being given to environmental change and sustainable 
development.

What will I study?
Year 7 students have the opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding of the world we live in looking at 
current issues such as the use of plastics. Other topics included in Year 7 are disasters of the Earth, hot planet and what is 
the UK like?

Year 8 allows our students to further their geographical understanding through the study of human rights and wrongs, 
comparing the rich world with the poor, and looking at conflicts.

In Year 9 our geographical journey of this amazing world continues where students investigate the geography of crime, an in 
depth investigation into the geography of Russia and Nigeria and examine whether the planet is fighting back. Throughout 
Key Stage 3 students will have the opportunity to study detailed case studies in Salford/Manchester, the United Kingdom 
and the World beyond.



Geography

How will I study?
We are keen to harness students’ natural curiosity and will help them develop
enquiring minds. Geography lessons involve students developing their own
learning through interactive teaching and independent study. Students will
investigate topics through the eyes of a geographer and will begin to understand their place in the world as well as 
developing a greater understanding of how we shape the world we live in.

We aim to make the classroom a high challenge, low stress environment for all learners. We also believe Geography 
can be best taught outside the classroom and there will be opportunities for all students to develop fieldwork skills in 
differing locations.

How will I be monitored and assessed?
Our Geography department has rigorous assessments and feedback policy. Each student will produce extended 
written WIN pieces to ensure that each student achieves the highest standards and attainment possible on the topic 
they are studying.

Teachers within the department will be able to give targeted feedback on each assessment which will allow all students 
to then improve on their original written piece allowing them to become better geographers. Each student will also 
have three assessments throughout the year which will test their learning on the topics they have studied.



Geography

What will happen in Key Stage 4?
Key Stage 4 Geography offers fresh, innovative and lively lessons designed to catch the imagination and interest of all 
learners. The AQA Geography GCSE looks at the subject from a modern, real-life perspective:
● studying issues that reflect the real world, students find the relevance

to everyday life engaging and stimulating,
● developing geographical skills that prepare students for further

education and employment – students have the opportunity to
use creative methods to present their work,

● providing an effective approach to assessment – assessment
methods can be chosen to suit student needs, allowing
students to understand how well they are doing, and what
they need to do to fulfil their targets.

Lessons use up-to-date technology with a focus on enquiry
and analysis through fieldwork and out of classroom learning.
Students actively engage in the process of geography to develop
as effective and independent learners and as critical and reflective
thinkers.



Geography

What will happen in Key Stage 4?

There are THREE units of work:

Living with the Physical Environment – students will focus on how physical
processes and the physical environment can impact on humans, looking in particular at case studies of earthquakes 
and hurricanes. Students will also investigate how the planet and its’ features were formed. This unit is assessed 
through a one hour and 30 minute exam and is worth 35% of the mark.

Challenges in Human Environments – students will investigate issues that affect the population of the world, from 
challenges such as living in Favelas to being able to provide resources. This unit is assessed through a one hour and 30 
minute exam and is worth 35% of the mark. 

Geographical Applications and Skills – students will develop a range of geographical skills and learn how to apply 
them in familiar  and unfamiliar fieldwork contexts. Students will have the opportunity to conduct their own physical 
and human fieldwork which will form part of the exam. Students will also be given a pre-release in March of their final 
exam year, which forms the second part of this paper. This unit is assessed through a one hour 15 minutes exam and is 
worth 30% of the mark. 



Religion, Ethics and Philosophy

Our Our Religion, Ethics and Philosophy department is part of a very
Successful Humanities faculty. We have a dedicated Religious Studies
Team who deliver the Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 curriculum.

Aims
Our Religion, Ethics and Philosophy department aims to give every
student the opportunity to achieve excellent standards in all aspects
Of the Key Stage 3 curriculum. By the end of Year 9, students will have
a knowledge and understanding of the six major world religions as well as alternative beliefs.

What will I study?
Throughout Key Stage 3, students will study a variety of current and topical issues from a religious 
perspective. Over the three years students will explore topics such as homelessness, love and relationships, 
charity, crime and punishment and what is means to be part of a community. They do this through learning 
episodes, each linking to a bigger story. For example, during one term we are shipwrecked on a desert island 
and each week they have another task to overcome in order to thrive as a community. It is through this role 
play that students learn about different religions, cultures and world attitudes.



Religion, Ethics and Philosophy

What happens in Key Stage 4?
At Key Stage 4, students can opt to study Religious Studies at GCSE Level.
Students who continue with the subject specialise in the religions of Christianity
and Islam, and focus upon how their followers view modern day issues.

How will I study?
By its very nature, Religious Studies is often a ‘hands on’ subject. With many artefacts
from the major religions, much of the learning is active. Digital imagery and resources are frequently used to 
bring aspects of religion to life. Group work and discussion feature prominently within lessons.

How will I be monitored and assessed?
Students’ classwork and homework are carefully and regularly assessed to make sure students are progressing 
towards their targets. Tests are set frequently as a form of continual assessment.



Life Learning

Life Learning is a programme of learning which helps  students to develop the knowledge, understanding and 
skills that they need to manage their lives now and in  the future. It encourages students to build their 
confidence and self-esteem; establish positive relationships;  make informed choices; and understand what 
influences their decisions. 

British Values and the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural requirements are incorporated into the delivery of  
Life Learning.

What will I study?
Students will study a spiralling programme of learning which addresses age appropriate topics. Learning is 
themed accordingly:

● Careers and aspirations

● Diversity and prejudice

● Family life

● Friendships and anti-bullying

● Healthy and unhealthy relationships 

● Money

● Mental health and emotional wellbeing

● Media literacy and influence

● Physical health

● Personal safety and
risk management

● Sexual health



Life Learning

How will I study?
Life Learning is delivered within a dedicated weekly
slot for each year group. Students learn in their
form groups  with their form teachers. Additionally,
learning takes place through opportunities in other
curriculum subjects;  involvement in the life of the
school and wider community; assemblies and
off- timetable events. 

Group work, discussions and debates are integral
parts of Life Learning.


